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A University of Montana botany professor has received a grant to study selenium-
accumulating plants in California this June.
The UM researcher, Dr. Meyer Chessin, said one objective of the study will be to show
the degree of toxicity of land plants, seaweed and water containing selenium in the Malibu
area north of Los Angeles. Special attention will be devoted to the state's public
.recreation areas.
Dr. Chessin said some plants in the Malibu Beach vicinity and other areas of the 
California coastal mountain range are known to contain selenium, a nonmetallic toxic 
element related to sulphur, but much more poisonous.
He said he discovered one such plant, the Prince's Plume, about 18 months ago while 
he was motoring along the Pacific Coast Highway near Malibu Beach. Sigma Xi (pronounced 
Zi), a society of scientists demonstrating research accomplishments, has since awarded 
Dr. Chessin $250 to cover study expenses.
"I'm also going to study seaweed and water in the areas adjacent to Mailbu Beach,"
Dr. Chessin said. "We want to learn the precentages of selenium in the seaweed and ocean 
water to see if the poisonous element could be a possible health hazard to swimmers and 
surfers in the vicinity."
Dr. Chessin said it is known that animals become sick after eating plants containing 
selenium.
Prince's Plume also is known to grow in Montana, mostly in the southeastern sections 
of the state, according to Dr. Chessin.
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